Final Declaration: World Class Cities for All Campaign Street Vendors Forum
Another World Cup is Possible: Respecting the rights of street vendors
Sao Paolo, 26th October 2011
Convened by StreetNet International, the Forum on Street Vendors and the 2014 World Cup,
brought together representatives of street vendors’ organisations from host cities, trade union
representatives, social movements, and other organisations.
Street vending is a consequence of unequal development and a survival strategy for some of the
poorest urban communities. Street vendors are self‐employed workers, seeking to earn an honest
living and to maintain themselves and their families. Street vendors’ contribution to the urban
economy should be recognised and valued, and their rights respected and their obligations regulated
fairly.
The participants heard testimonies from street vendors that as preparations for the World Cup get
under way:
•

•

•
•
•

Municipalities are either withdrawing or not renewing existing licenses to trade.
Municipalities are not issuing new licenses to trade in the centres of the host cities. Many
street traders are therefore left in a legally precarious situation, the prey to arbitrary
treatment and other forms of abuse.
In some cities, there is an increase in police crackdowns against street traders, including the
confiscation of their goods without compensation or return; fines, and on some occasions,
there are incidents of physical violence and imprisonment;
Local and national media do not publish information when street vendors’ organisations
wish to denounce acts of repression or present their demands;
Municipalities are enforcing outright bans on trading in the centres of the cities, particularly
in the areas frequented by tourists;
Municipalities have created popular shopping centres as alternatives to street trading but in
many cases fail to take into account the real numbers of street traders, and street vendors’
organisations do not participate in the design, development and administration of the
centres;

Participants also heard that:
•

municipal programmes to develop popular shopping centres are only successful if they are
developed and designed in consultation with the representative street vendors’
organisations and administered with their participation.

•
•

Street vendors are concerned at the lack of consultation and information available to them
about the infrastructure projects planned for the World Cup;
Street vendors are equally concerned at the lack of information concerning the plans to
develop exclusion zones around the Stadiums and the fan parks as part of the General Law
of the World Cup (Ley Geral da Copa) currently being negotiated by the government.

The Forum therefore agreed to call upon the Host Cities and the Federal Government to meet their
commitments to work with the poorest urban populations to provide decent work for all and:
(1) call a halt to the despicable policy of depriving traders of licenses and prohibiting trading in
city centres;
(2) provide public resources for the creation of spaces for informal traders, for example,
through popular shopping centres, markets, and other spaces taking into account local
needs and characteristics;
(3) convene meetings with the representative organisations of street vendors to consult with
them about the impact of the proposed infrastructure and urban renewal programmes as a
result of the World Cup;
(4) ensure that suitable relocation plans are drawn up in consultation with street vendors’
organisations where their traditional trading places are taken away as a result of those
projects;
(5) develop social solidarity economy projects as alternatives for street traders who are
interested;
(6) oppose plans to create exclusion zones around the proposed fan parks during the World Cup
which would deprive local street vendors of economic opportunities in favour of the official
multinational sponsors of the World Cup;
(7)
The Forum further agreed:
(1) to work in collaboration with the street vendors’ organisations to support their demands
and to join with them in denouncing acts of abuse and violence on part of the municipal
authorities.
(2) To work collaboratively to support campaigns for decent work, fair play, housing rights
transparency and other initiatives designed to ensure that the 2014 World Cup has a social
legacy to benefit all Brazilians.

Another World Cup is Possible!
Nothing for us without us!

Sao Paolo 26th October 2011
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